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September 14—16 

2011 

The Montana Academy of Living History 

     Is dedicated to preserving, understanding, and re-

creating the heirloom cultures, skills, environments and 

experiences of the peoples inhabiting the Rocky Mountain 

area of Montana through 

Hands-on Learning and Educational Programs 

Registration 
Download Registration Form at 

www.academyoflivinghistory.com 

mail/email application to:  

Gary Swant / MALH Director 

268 Meadow Vista Lane 

Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 

Phone: 406-691-0368 

Email: birdmontana@rfwave.net 

Mail-in Registration 

_____ Cast Iron Cooking @ $15.00          $_______ 

_____ Rag Rugs @ $15.00           $_______ 

_____ Horsemanship @ $15.00           $_______ 

_____ Paint Your Wagon @ $100.00          $_______ 

_____ Haying with Beaverslide @ $15.00          $_______ 

_____ Leather Tooling @$15.00           $_______ 

_____ Restoring Antique Tractors @$15.00          $_______ 

_____ History of Dude Ranching @$15.00          $_______ 

_____ Denim Quilts @$15.00           $_______ 

_____ Loom Weaving [10:00 am] @$15.00           $_______ 

_____ Loom Weaving [3:00 pm] @$15.00             $_______ 

_____Candle Making/Butter Churning @ $15.00   $_______     

  

_____ Home on the Ranch / no charge 

_____ Period Weapons & Clothing / no charge 

_____ Hot Dogs & Fiddles / no charge   

   Total Enclosed    $_______ 

Name____________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________ 

City_______________________State______Zip_________ 

Email____________________________________________ 

Please Register By: September 7, 2011 

Faculty 

Allan Byrd has had a lifetime career working with horses, and is knowledgeable about the vital role horses 

played in the open range cattle era.  This is his third season at Grant-Kohrs National Historic Site. 

Gene Hensen, as the livestock supervisor of the Montana State Prison, began working with leather 40 years 

ago.  Working with inmates, he picked up many techniques for leather tooling and saddle making. 

Jack Hinkle grew up on a ranch near Eureka, Montana, and learned at an early age how to cook using cast 

iron cookware and how to properly care for them.  He began collecting them, and now owns hundreds of skillets. 

Todd Kesner works at the Montana 4-H Center for Youth Development at MSU.  As a former rodeo compet-

itor, ranch hand, and shooter, Todd has a strong interest in the material culture of the American West.  

Ruth Little was born and raised in the Big Hole Valley, and with her husband operated a ranch at Dell, Mon-

tana.  Because of her interest in history she served on the board of the Beaverhead County Museum in Dillon. 

Bill & Jill McIntosh operate a cattle ranch north of Avon that has been in the family since 1910.  They 

have been putting up their hay with the use of a beaverslide, which creatively utilizes local materials and designs. 

Mary Rangitsch is a Philipsburg resident who was raised in the Big Hole.  As woodworkers, she and her 

father have enjoyed building five looms, and using them to create beautiful rugs.  

William Rossiter is a retired instructor (Flathead Community College)  of literature, humanities, and folk-

lore.  His presentations of songs and stories—with guitar, banjo, autoharp, and harmonica—have entertained and 

enlightened thousands of people throughout his career. 

Lee Silliman & Brandi Fox  As a local museum’s photo archivist Lee curated a traveling photo exhibit 

celebrating early Montana dude ranching.  Brandi is the guidance counselor and cheerleader/dance team advisor at 

Powell County High school.   Living history, reenactments, photos, and stories   

Carol Speich & Doris Richards, residents of Dillon, Montana, have presented candle making and but-

ter churning respectively for years at Bannack State Park during the annual Bannack Days celebration. 

Laura Lee Swant has been an expert homemaker, seamstress, and cook for her adult life.  She enjoys teach-

ing others how to reuse materials to make new products which enhance the home. 

David Watkins & Bob Larson David was the vocational education instructor at Montana State Prison  

for many years.  His enjoyment of woodworking and metal fabrication led him into the restoration of horse drawn 

vehicles, which has grown into a full time business.  Bob began his career painting signs in Butte.  After years of 

apprenticeship, he became skilled at lost techniques such as neon art, gold foil application, and pin striping.  He  

now operates Brite Signs of Missoula Montana from his home studio. 

5th Annual Event 

Draft Horse Expo, September 17 & 18, 2011, in Deer Lodge, Montana 

 See Website  www.drafthorseexpo.com 




